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Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                                                           (216) 524-4131         

                                                                                                           

 

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 12, 2021  

(REV. FEB 13, 2021) 

 
 

CEI Electrical Transmission Line 

 

CEI has begun decommissioning ten (10) 

electrical transmission towers that have 

been non-operational for more than 20 

years.   The towers are part of a single line 

erected between the sub-station adjacent 

to I-77, eastward, to the property behind 

Independence Primary School.   The 

Hillside Station will  be removed, and two 

(2) new steel monopoles will be installed 

to support the existing lines. 

 

The adjacent “pairs” of towers on the 

southerly line will remain.   Residents can 

expect to see workers in the area as they 

begin to stage the demolition and 

establish a temporary storage yard. 

 

 

 

 

SwiftReach Alert Calls  

  

On Saturday, February 13, the City resolved the technical issues 

with the SwiftReach alert system, which caused some people 

to receive duplicate calls and many others to stop receiving my 

Friday night calls.  
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Depending on your landline or mobile phone carrier, SwiftReach calls will appear as 

either Swift911 or 216.487.7080 on your caller ID. 

 

In addition, City employees will be calling ALL RESIDENTS to reconfirm their contact 

information in the City’s ALERT database in the coming weeks.  

The employees will identify themselves and only ask for contact info (phone, 

cellphone, or email).  The call will take less than 5 minutes.  

The City’s ALERT database is used for ALL ALERTS – Police, Fire, and my 

calls.   The information must always be up-to-date.  

Please call City Hall (216-524-4131) if you or someone you know stops receiving my 

Friday night calls.    

 

Congratulations, New CERT Members! 
 

The QUAD CITY Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) welcomed six 

new members in February.  The CERT program allows civilians and government 

employees to be trained to respond to an emergency to save lives.  Independence, 

Brooklyn Heights, Seven Hills, and Valley View comprise the QUAD CITY CERT 

Team.  Surrounding communities are welcome to join.  

 

Mayor Kurtz administered the State of Ohio Loyalty Oath to graduates: 

 

Lisa Umphrey   Anna Umphrey 

Colleen Bennett   Kevin Nowak 

Monica Bradley   Gina Cook  

 

 
Back L-R:       Fire Chief Steve Rega, Fire Chief Joe Stefanko, Walt Ellert, Kevin Nowak 

Middle L-R:  Colleen Bennett, Gina Cook 

Front L-R:     Monica Bradley, Anna Umphrey, Lisa Umphrey, Mayor Greg Kurtz 
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Independence Primary School Opens Kindergarten Registration 

Online registration for kindergarten at Independence Primary School opens on February 

16. Children must be five years old on or before August 1 in order to attend Kindergarten 

for the 2021-22 school year. 

If your child is currently a preschooler at IPS, please disregard these instructions. A 

separate flyer will come home with your child. 

To register, a parent or guardian must visit the school district’s webpage 

at www.independence.k12.oh.us, click on the “Schools” tab and then choose 

“Independence Primary School.” After being redirected to the primary school page, click 

on the “Kindergarten Registration” tab on the left-hand side and proceed with the 

instructions that appear. 

Once the registration form is completed, hit “SAVE AND SUBMIT TO DISTRICT.” 

and print all necessary forms.  A parent or guardian must hit “to complete the online 

process.  

The next step after all online forms are submitted is to call Diane Brown at 216-642-5870, 

ext. 1401 to schedule an in-person appointment on April 16 or 23. 

At this appointment time, the office staff will review your registration paperwork and 

copy the required documents.  At the same time, your child will be screened for 

kindergarten. 

The following items are required to complete a child’s registration and must be brought to 

the scheduled appointment in April: 

 Personal identification card in the form of a photo ID of the legal custodian of the 

child or children being registered. 

 Two additional proofs of residency which include: employment/payroll record, recent 

utility bills, voter registration, income tax record, or insurance record. 

 A notarized residency affidavit. 

 A notarized rental affidavit, if applicable. 

 Purchase agreement, HUD-1, or lease agreement. 

 Original/certified birth certificate or passport that will be copied and returned to you. 

 Custody papers, if applicable. 

 Child’s immunization records. 

Without proper residency documents, a child will not be able to start 
Kindergarten.  

Each child is required by Ohio law to have immunizations and an emergency 
medical authorization on file with the school in order to begin school in 
August.  

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independence.k12.oh.us%2f&c=E,1,ma7HEbX7_Px92YTgrcuQ1yUm6iZPllT-UNwQdCertNpP6wTIm6cjk3PQWUFGNr44Dy90KWoc1hGo8q2_q3lR7rf0lgYt11rwQqJ5KqlL4oMBXmaX&typo=1
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Rockside Road Traffic Alert 

The Educational Service Center (ESC), at 6393 Oak Tree Blvd., South, began distributing 

COVID-19 vaccines to teachers on Wednesday, Feb. 10.  The on-site clinic will operate 

from 8 AM – 5 PM every day through Wednesday, Feb. 24 (except Sunday, Feb. 14).  

More than 2,000 educators are expected to be vaccinated daily.  Traffic delays are 

anticipated and Independence Police will be on the scene.  Please plan accordingly.  

 

 

 

Independence Teachers Get COVID-19 Vaccine 

 

Big thanks to Akron Children’s Hospital for administering 

COVID-19 vaccinations to Independence Local School 

teachers on Thursday, February 11.   The well-organized clinic 

was set-up inside the Independence High School gymnasium. 
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IHS  Student Scores High in JustWrite Ohio Regional Competition  
 

Independence High School senior 

Kendall Travarca took eighth place 

overall at the JustWrite Ohio Regional 

Competition on Saturday, January 29.   

 

There were 14 teams in two divisions that 

were awarded first through third place, with 

1-15th overall places awarded to individual 

writers.  

 

Team placements:  

Kendall Travarca | 12th grade First Place 

Alana Nowak | 9th grade  Second Place 

Dani Buyansky | 9th grade  Third Place 

Maggie Panichi | 9th grade  Fourth Place 

Chloe Firrell | 10th grade  Fifth Place 

Casey Adams | 9th grade  Sixth Place             

 

Travarca secured a spot at the State competition in May, sponsored by the University of 

Findlay and has earned a varsity letter.  

 
 
 
More Accessible City Council Meetings 

Since last March, we have been holding City Council and other meetings remotely using 

Zoom Meetings.    This week we began captioning the meetings at the bottom of the Zoom 

screen.   
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Zooming with the Cub Scouts  

I was pleased to be interviewed by Cub Scout Pack 297 on Wednesday as part of their 

“Build a Better World” requirement, designed to teach children how to be good 

citizens and inform them of their rights and duties as Americans.  

 

It was inspiring to hear the smart questions from these fifth graders, including:  

 What is the hardest decision you had to make while being Mayor? 

 What is the biggest challenge facing our community? 

 What was the time you feel you helped the most? 

 How do you decide what to say on the Friday SwiftReach calls? 

 If you could have any other role in the City government, what would it be? 

 
I talked with the ten boys and one girl about the importance of character and not letting 

other people define you.   I explained the undeniable value of taking responsibility, 

making decisions and learning from their mistakes.  

The Cub Scouts earned their final “Arrow of Light Award” that night and will become Boy 

Scouts on February 28.  

Thank you to Dean Leader Sal Caruso and Assistant Dean Leader Matt Malone for 

inviting me to be part of this meaningful discussion. 

 
  
 
Click here to download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for 
February 12, 2021.  
 
 

 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
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Hometown Hero Banners 

 

Residents have an opportunity to honor their immediate family members who are active 
duty or military veterans with a Hometown Hero Banner. The program celebrates 
those who have served and sacrificed for our country.   
 
If you have not had the opportunity to purchase a banner, we still have a few spots 
remaining for first-time Hometown Heroes, but space is limited. 
 
Please call City Hall at 216-524-4131 before March 15th to purchase a banner. 
 
 
 
 
 
All Skate! 

 
 
Elmwood Pond opened for ice skating on 
Thursday and will remain open while 
temperatures remain below freezing and 
conditions permit.  Always check for the green 
“Ice Safe for Skating” signs posted around the 
pond.  
 
Skate your own risk and respect other people 
using the pond – keep your distance.  
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If the green signs are not posted, the ice is not safe for skating. 
 
The Recreation Department will post updates about ice conditions on their Facebook and 
Twitter account.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

To subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, send your name and email address to 
CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 


